
 

 

                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During the English Renaissance, with its emulation of Classical 
Antiquity, Roman drama exceeded Greek tragedy and comedy in 
accessibility and stood as the standard by which new playwrights 
should be judged. In the early 1590s, the young Shakespeare was 
beginning to establish himself as the preeminent dramatist of the 
age. First, he needed to challenge and match his classical 
predecessors. "Titus Andronicus" proved that Shakespeare could 
'out-Seneca' Seneca himself in creating gory tragedy. "The Comedy 
of Errors" finds Shakespeare doing much the same to the model 
of Plautus' "Menaechmi", a comedy about twin brothers who are 
mistaken for each other. Again, Shakespeare strives to top his 
model by adding an additional set of identical twins, thus beating 
Plautus at his own comedic game.  
 
Even in this early work, we find Shakespeare expressing what 
will be perennial themes in many of his later plays: the longing 
for order over chaos, the desire for sundered families to re-unite, 
the concept of life being like a dream or stage play, and the 
human capacity for "transformation." 
 

— Mark Ringer 
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We thank Dr Władisław Witalisz	for making the staging possible by 
opening up this opportunity to students, and Stary Teatr for offering 
us this space. 

 
The play is set in Ephesus, a bustling city by the sea. 

Note From the Dramaturg 


